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Vision
We strive to be a sustainable community organisation that improves the quality of life of
vulnerable people.

Mission
Our mission is to provide physical, emotional, psychological, spiritual, economic and

palliative care services to the people of Umkhanyakude through direct support and
community mobilisation to improve their quality of life.

STAFF
There were no staff movements in the year.
PREAMBLE

This report seeks to give an overview of all the interventions that Isibani Sethemba undertook
during the year that ended on 31 March 2024. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the
staff and all the stakeholders for their commitment, support and hard work that has enabled us to
achieve the milestones that we reached throughout the year past year 2023-24.

PROJECTS AND BENEFICIARIES

Our three departments;

e Psychosocial Services
e Community Development
e Family Health Services

Supplemented by the Support Services department worked so hard throughout the year and
managed to achieve as analysed below;

What we did (Project stats for the year)

Our staff rendered the following services to the chronically ill, abused, abandoned, neglected,
Vulnerable and/or orphaned children, their families and communities in Ingwavuma.
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INTERVENTION

Department

Number of Beneficiaries

Foster Care And Re-Integration Services
-Foster Supervision

- Clients counselled

- Number of school visit conducted

-New Foster Intakes

-Number of children newly placed into foster care
-Children placed in child and youth care centres
-Cases Renewed and registered at SASSA
-Number of Reviewed cases Section 159
-Number of reviewed cases section 176(18years &
above)

Number of section 171 typed and submitted to
statutory (change of custody )

-Number of child abuse cases reported

Care and Services to families

Children reunited with their families
Family preservation services
Parenting skills workshop

Psychological Care

- OVC end of year party

- OVCS receiving Psychosocial support
- GBV early intervention programme

Psychosocial Services

356
61
67
08
00
53
09
31

00

05

0
50 family members
4groups(80 participants)

43
53
401 children

Social Relief 10

- Families receiving food parcels

Workshops and awareness campaigns

- Parenting skills workshops 4(80 participants)

-Child Protection awareness campaign 4 (871 children reached)

- Caregivers Workshop 1

- Memory Box Camps 1(20 children)
Community
Development

Food Security

- Family gardens Fenced 20

- Agroecology workshops 04

- Families receiving seedlings 239
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- Support group garden receiving seedlings

Water health and Sanitation
- Water tanks - Water project

Church Strengthening & Community
Transformation
- Church leaders attending the bible school

- Marriage Workshops conducted
- Couples receiving marriage counseling
- People attending GBV Workshop

Income generating projects
- Mentoring visits conducted

- Projects receiving training

Reading Clubs
- Learners benefiting from reading clubs

00

14

77

3

16
439

59
10

680(13 Schools)

- Clients on ART and TB Treatment

- People Screened for TB (including staff members)

- Clients who finished treatment

- People referred to Hospital for further screening

- Home visits conducted
- Diabetes patients receiving Palliative care

Family Health
Services

120
182

65
1872

1. Psychosocial Department

Our Psychosocial Department continues to provide valuable services to for the protection our
Orphans and vulnerable children and other vulnerable communities through a host of programs

and activities.

Social Work:

Our Psychosocial team continue with the necessary interventions to take care of our orphans and
vulnerable children. We continue to conduct foster care supervision to existing and new clients.
We completed a total of 356 family visits over the year. Families were visited for foster care
supervision to make sure that children benefit from the grant among other things. 61 clients
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received counselling from social workers during the year on various problems. The counselling
is meant to enhance the social functioning of children and their families.

04 quarterly parenting skills workshops were conducted and 80 parents were capacitated with
good parenting skills. The Parenting Skills Programme is useful and beneficial for both children
and parents because parents get to understand their children better. Most children are raised by
their grandparents, and/or aunties. Capacitating guardians and parents with good parenting skills
assist them to be able to understand behaviour changes of their children and enhance their skills
to manage deal with such behaviours.

08 Children were placed for the first time in foster care placement in terms of section 155 of the
children Act, Act no. 38 of 2005. 31 children beyond 18 years old that still need parental care
were extended in terms of section 176 of the Children’s Act, Act no 38 of 2005, 09 cases were
successfully reviewed at court in terms of section 159 of the Children’s Act, Act no. 38 of 2005
.Due to statutory work rendered to children they have improved care and protection. 05 cases of
child abuse were reported and children were provided with psycho-social support.

67 children were visited in different schools to assess their school performance, behaviour,
attendance and make sure that the children are always in full and clean uniform. The visits are
conducted in consultation with the teachers and we also seek to know the children’s’ behavioural
changes. This helps us to monitor the child’s well-being. If there are drastic changes, that gives
an indication of a problem and a full investigation may need to be carried out.

12 families with 50 different family members benefited from family preservation programme,
families were provided with individuals and group counselling. The programme is useful to
families because it enhances their social functioning, it assist families to have strong bonds and
strengthened family members resilience and adaptation to community dynamics.

Social Relief
Due to limited funding we did not do much in providing food parcels to struggling OVC
families. However with the little that we could afford we provided 10 families with food parcels.

OVC Christmas Party & Memory Box Camp

We had two impactful events for our children this previous year. One was the memory box camp
which we are slowly reviving after it was suspended due to lack of funding mainly because of
COVID restrictions. We had not conducted this program for the past three years, Thanks to a
donation of funds from IOTFNZ we managed to conduct one this year and it was very
successful, we wish to get more funds to be able to conduct this program every school holiday.
20 children attended the four day camp during the October holiday.

We also had a Christmas party for our OVCs in December. It was such a memorable event the
children enjoyed the day as they were treated to a number of lined up events and some braai.
This party always bring a cheerful moment for our children and it has become a tradition that
they always anticipate. We had 43 children attending for the December 2023 party.
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Party Pictures

|

Some music and dancing!!

Memory Box Camp '
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GBY early intervention programme

This program is aimed at introducing the topic of GBV in schools to create awareness to the
children at an early age. This was seen as an early intervention to nip this problem in the bud as
we target the school children. The idea is to talk about this problem to boys and girls and try to
teach them about abuse and GBV issues. We designed a program that address topics on the bad
side of GBV and abuse, how to identify GBV and abuse, what to do, where to report, how to
avoid it, and above all teach them about good morals and respect.

We concentrate and work in primary schools and junior high school grades and this past year we
reached out to 401 leaners that benefited through the GBV early intervention programme. It is
always interesting to interact with the kids at that young age and talk about issues such as GBV.
They are so inquisitive and keen to know more. Their levels of participating are so encouraging.
We look forward to shaping them into responsible adults through such programs. We are glad
that the schools continue to give us so much support and encourage the young ones to be part of
this program.

GBYV Early intervention participants at Pgungaza High School

Awareness Campaigns
We conducted 04 awareness campaigns on child protection issues and social ills affecting
communities and we had an overwhelming total attendance of 871 leaners
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2. Community Development Department

Fencing of family gardens

We fenced 20 household’s gardens and 100 people were impacted directly and indirectly. As
part of establishment of food gardens we provide families with fence and fencing material. Given
that we are in a rural area there is a need to fence the gardens to protect the plants against
animals, mainly livestock.

Agro workshops ecology

As we provide our clients with fencing, tanks and other implements we also seek to improve
their agricultural knowledge. To achieve this we conduct workshops on the right farming
methods and follow up with mentoring visits. This past year we conducted 04 agroecology
workshops and we reached out to a total of 60 participants. Our trainings are based on organic
farming methods. Over the years we have seen an increase in the food availability to our clients
whom we have engaged in the family gardens projects. Trainings and continuous mentoring has
certainly opened their eyes to an extent that they are even training other community

Distribution seedlings to clients

To supplement the food gardens that we establish we provide our clients and other community
members with seedlings. We have a viable nursery within Isibani Sethemba premises and we
plant different types of vegetables that we distribute to the families. This past year we distributed
seedlings to 239 households and about 1195 benefited directly and indirectly.

We have done well in distributing of seedlings we reached 239 households supporting the house
holds gardens for our clients and the close by community households. As we are situated in the
rural community every household owns a piece of land in the backyard and we are encouraging
everyone to produce food from their lands. The demand for seedlings grows every year and we
try to provide to as many people as we can.

The Water Project

This project was started in response to the acute water crisis in our area. The scarcity of water in
our area has reached to some levels where some share drinking water sources with livestock. In
the previous year we distributed 14 Water tanks to various families in and around Ingwavuma.
The water tank prices are going up every year. For that reason we could not reach the target this
year. We had to squeeze to get the 14 but we hope with more funding we will be able to assist
more families.
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Water tanks distribution

Church Strengthening & Community Transformation

Bible School

Through the bible school we managed to train 77 students in total. 32 were in their first year, 27
doing the second year and 18 in the third and final year. None of the learners dropped out during
the year. We had a successful graduation in May 2023 where 66 students graduated.

Marriage Workshops

We had three marriage workshops with a total number of 355 people attending. In the first
quarter we had one at where 122 people attended. The second one was at the Makwakwa area
and we 167 people in attendance and the third was held at Jozini where 66 attended. We had 32
successful marriage counselling sessions. We are glad to share that we had three weddings from
couples who attended our marriage workshops.

GBYV Workshops

We had three GBV Workshops 1st at Makhanisi 105 people attended, 2nd at Ngwavuma 62
people attended and the 3rd one was a soccer tournament at eManqwashu. This awareness
campaign was specifically targeting the youth. We arranged the workshop in form of a football
tournament. Before the tournament there were speakers from different sectors that included the
Department of Health, The police, Pastors and community leaders. The participants were also
given a chance to speak and ask questions. We then had the football and the winners received a
trophy and prize money. There were other awards for the tournament. This workshop attracted an
overwhelming attendance of 426 participants
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GBYV soccer tournament & Workshop
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Community Transformation and Economic Development
We had 10 community projects that we worked with under the community transformation
program. The total number involved being 59.

We always try to engage the community members in our sustainability programs such as the
community transformation program. With the poverty around our communities the children are
the most affected. We always try to empower families through these sustainability programs.
With a little bit of more funds we will be able to involve more people into the sustainable income
generating programs as this brings much relief and a source of income to families. In the
previous year we had a few impactful stories and examples are the Ndumo sewing group and two
farming groups. We managed to source an embroidery machine for Ndumo sewing group. The
sewing group comprises widowed ladies who are involved in school uniform production. This
was a major milestone for the ladies as they can now make school badges for the uniforms. They
used to get their badges and other embroidery work from Durban close to 500kms away. Their
work is quite adorable and they are impacting positively to the Ndumo community as they are
making affordable school uniforms. On the farming side we finally managed to provide the much
needed electrical water pump and installed electricity for the 2 community gardens. This has
come in handy for both gardens as they can now adequately share the pump and be able to
irrigate their [’)}roduce in a cost effective way.
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School Support

Reading Clubs

We reached out to 680 students participating, creative writing — That include short story writing
and poetry. We also had the Dancing Pencils Workshop with two primary schools, namely
Magugu and Mbalekelwa with 155 participants In this workshop the learners write their stories
and poems, and the best stories are selected, and we publish a story book with Umsinsi Press. We
also had a language Expo workshop where 10 schools participated in the workshop with 480
students participating. We had writing and debating competitions in all the 6 high schools that
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we are working with. We are currently working with 6 High Schools and 7 Primary schools, that
18,

Ndamkane, Nyamane,Nqobizazi, Ingwavuma, Isicelo Sethu, Nansindlela - High Schools and
Lundini,Our lady, Mbalekelwa, Magugu, Nsongweni, Njinjikazi, Madeya — Primary Schools.

3. Family Health Services

120 TB and HIV Clients were supported with home-based care services, treatment adherence,
DOT support and psychological support. All the clients received regular visits and their families
were also capacitated on several issues that include patient care and support, stigma and general
health.

Notably, 2 TB clients finished treatment and have recovered. 182 people were screened for TB
and 65 were referred to hospital for further check-up. We had no treatment defaulters throughout
the year. Activities covered include, checking ARV’s adherence, HIV education, infection
control, nutrition education, TB screening, identification of TB treatment defaulters TB
education, referral of patients/relatives of patients to relevant facilities, provision of palliative
care to very ill TB patients, ensuring that integration of TB and HIV/AIDS is incorporated
through planning and implementation. All the patient families were educated on the patient care
and support. We do this in order for the families to give the necessary support to their relatives
and also to avoid stigma.

We have four community care workers, and each one is restricted to 30 clients at a time
according to the Hospice Association of SA which we are affiliated to. They conduct scheduled
visits to all their clients on a weekly basis.

4. Challenges

On the child protection side we have a challenge where children have to go for DNA testing. We
do not have a budget for this and sometimes there is a requirement for DNA tests for children.
The cost for DNA testing is quite high such that most of our clients cannot afford and this stalls
progress on some court cases where we need to help a child get things like legal documents,
child support grants, and getting school places. This has become a hinderance and in the end it is
the child who suffers.

Water tanks distribution and fencing of food gardens have been affected by the ever increasing
prices. Our budgeted prices are based on prior year prices and that has left us struggling to reach
our targets. We try to stretch the available resources but then it ends up affecting the quality as
we end up opting for cheaper options.

The ever-rising commodity prices have been a challenge to our planning. Budget review
meetings should now be done on a more regular basis.
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5. Our Funders

Funder’s Name Sector

ELMA Philanthropies Food Security & Home based care

Department of Social Development Psychosocial Services

Solon Foundation School Support

FOTCHSA General Admin

Ingwavuma Orphan Care Trust Fund NZ (IOTFNZ) OVC Support

E3 Church Strengthening &
Community Transformation

Once again we give our utmost gratitude to our funders who share in our vision and
without whom we would not have been able to achieve all this work.

Thank you!!
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